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Understanding the ecological roles & rewilding efforts in the U Minh Wetlands

The U Minh Wetlands, located in southern Vietnam within the Greater
Mekong Subregion, are a seasonally inundated area historically characterized
by Melaleuca forests, reed meadows, and swamps. These wetlands have
undergone significant ecological degradation due to forest fires, poor
management, and human interventions such as agriculture and plantation
development. Efforts to manage peat degradation and fire risks through
canal systems have inadvertently disrupted the natural hydrology, leading to
uneven water distribution and increased fire risks. The original native forests
have largely been replaced by plantations of acacia, guava, and banana, with
the remaining, but highly fragmented, Melaleuca forests recovering slowly.

Rewilding and conservation efforts in the U Minh Wetlands have been
actively pursued through ecological assessments since the 2000s,
focusing on species status, population distribution, and impact analysis. The
ecosystem, is gradually recuperating.

Wildlife in U Minh, such as Waterbirds, Sunda Pangolins, Otters, Civets,
Turtles, and Long-Tailed Macaques play significant roles as ecosystem
engineers, influencing habitat structure and nutrient cycling. These species
also contribute to seed dispersal, maintaining plant diversity and aiding in
ecological recovery. As conservation efforts continue, understanding the
ecological roles of these species will be key to enhancing the resilience
and biodiversity of the U Minh wetlands.
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