MYKHAILO NESTERENKO,
REWILDING UKRAINE

UKRAINE
DANUBE DELTA REWILDING

Grazing for growth and biodiversity in the Danube Delta
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As the largest remaining natural wetland and the second largest river
delta in Europe, the Danube Delta is a designated Biosphere Reserve and
one of the most crucial habitats for wetland wildlife on the continent.
The area has undergone significant ecological changes primarily due to the
decline in natural herbivores and the collapse of extensive farming practices.
This shift has led to the proliferation of dense reed monocultures, drastically
reducing the area's biodiversity, once vibrant in its grasslands, meadows, and
salt marshes. Despite these challenges, the presence of feral herds of cattle
and horses roaming in some protected areas has been beneficial to the
biodiversity and vegetation.

Rewilding efforts emphasize natural grazing systems. Ukrainian Grey Cattle
and Hutsul Horses manage the landscape effectively by controlling reed
encroachment, maintaining riverine levees, and fostering meadow habitats.
This strategy not only curbs dense reed bed growth but also promotes
aiverse meadow development, enhancing accessibility and ecological
diversity, thereby boosting local eco-tourism. On Ermakov Island, a wider
array of reintroduced species, including Water Buffalo and Konik Horses,
creates a more varied habitat showing improved vegetation health and
biodiversity. This highlights the significant impact of diverse herbivore
populations on ecological restoration.

As rewilding efforts continue, understanding the ecological roles of these
species will be key to enhancing the resilience and biodiversity of the Danube
Delta wetlands. Continued monitoring such as camera trap data and field
observations provide valuable insights and focused research are essential to
address the challenges posed by habitat destruction and invasive species.

TAKING ANIMALS INTO ACCOUNT
Access the full document here


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rlzvFPnI_bSx8ooT0Z_gEv5GxiXL0OSJ/view

CONNECTING EFFORTS
FOR A RESILIENT FUTURE

These detailed case studies from our alliance partners highlight diverse
strategies and outcomes across the globe, showcasing the extensive and
impactful work being done to restore and conserve natural habitats. By
reintroducing key species and restoring habitats, our partners have taken
significant steps towards reversing biodiversity loss and enhancing
ecosystem services that benefit both nature and humanity.
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A HEARTFELT THANKS
TO OUR ALLIANCE PARTNERS

We extend our deepest gratitude to all our alliance partners who represent
these vital case studies. Their dedication and hard work underpin the success
of these global rewilding efforts, making a significant impact on conservation
and ecological restoration. Their innovative approaches and relentless pursuit
of ecological health are inspiring a brighter future for our planet.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rlzvFPnI_bSx8ooT0Z_gEv5GxiXL0OSJ/view

JOIN US AS WE BUILD THE HOPEFUL,
GROWING GLOBAL REWILDING
MOVEMENT

The mission of Global Rewilding_Alliance is to help build the global rewilding
movement with the aim to mainstream rewilding in science, policy and
practice globally by 2030.

The Alliance is a partnership of rewilding organisations, with 225+ Alliance
Partners worldwide working across all continents. Together, they are
currently helping to influence the rewilding of 2.2 million sq.km of land and
5 million sg.km of sea in 124 countries.

WE ARE INCREDIBLY GRATEFUL TO OUR CHAMPIONS
FOR THEIR CORE SUPPORT OF OUR WORK
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