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Grazing for growth and biodiversity in the Danube Delta

As the largest remaining natural wetland and the second largest river
delta in Europe, the Danube Delta is a designated Biosphere Reserve and
one of the most crucial habitats for wetland wildlife on the continent.
The area has undergone significant ecological changes primarily due to the
decline in natural herbivores and the collapse of extensive farming practices.
This shift has led to the proliferation of dense reed monocultures, drastically
reducing the area's biodiversity, once vibrant in its grasslands, meadows, and
salt marshes. Despite these challenges, the presence of feral herds of cattle
and horses roaming in some protected areas has been beneficial to the
biodiversity and vegetation.

Rewilding efforts emphasize natural grazing systems. Ukrainian Grey Cattle
and Hutsul Horses manage the landscape effectively by controlling reed
encroachment, maintaining riverine levees, and fostering meadow habitats.
This strategy not only curbs dense reed bed growth but also promotes
aiverse meadow development, enhancing accessibility and ecological
diversity, thereby boosting local eco-tourism. On Ermakov Island, a wider
array of reintroduced species, including Water Buffalo and Konik Horses,
creates a more varied habitat showing improved vegetation health and
biodiversity. This highlights the significant impact of diverse herbivore
populations on ecological restoration.

As rewilding efforts continue, understanding the ecological roles of these
species will be key to enhancing the resilience and biodiversity of the Danube
Delta wetlands. Continued monitoring such as camera trap data and field
observations provide valuable insights and focused research are essential to
address the challenges posed by habitat destruction and invasive species.
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