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The Eurasian Beaver as an Ecosystem Engineer

Bamff Wildland, situated on the Scottish Highlands' edge, has spearheaded
significant conservation initiatives since the 2002 reintroduction of Eurasian
Beavers. Initially placed in enclosures along a straightened farm drainage
ditch, these beavers have reshaped the landscape, enhancing biodiversity
and ecosystem resilience. This project established Bamff as Scotland's most
seasoned beaver reintroduction site.

In 2020, Bamff expanded its conservation efforts by removing around 300
sheep from 12 fields and installing a perimeter fence around a third of the
estate to create a 170-hectare 'Bamff Wildland." This area, comprising fields,
woodlands, and extensive beaver-engineered wetlands, adopts a 'catalysed
rewilding' approach. This method involves minimal interventions, such as
native tree planting and invasive species control, to encourage a self-
sustaining ecosystem.

The project also introduced native Cattle and Pigs as proxies for extinct
Aurochs and Wild Boars. By 2024, a breeding herd of Exmoor Ponies was
added to simulate the effects of large wild herbivores. These initiatives aim to
restore the complex interactions essential for ecosystem health, utilizing
beavers' natural behaviours to boost habitat diversity and function.

With ongoing ecological monitoring and partnerships with institutions like
Stirling University, Bamff serves as a vital research base for studying and
disseminating effective rewilding practices. This approach not only
nurtures local biodiversity but also enhances the global understanding of
rewilding.
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