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The Effect of Larger Terrestrial Herbivores on Wetland Habitats

ARK Rewilding has over 35 years of rewilding practice, and operates in
various global locations, demonstrating the significant ecological impacts of
large terrestrial herbivores on wetland habitats.

Elephants, for instance, actively prevent woodland encroachment by
converting forests into grazing lands, maintaining open landscapes vital for
biodiversity. Hippos, Horses, and Bovines contribute by creating high-quality
grazing areas from coarse grasses, which promotes regrowth attractive to
deer and antelope, helping to control woodland expansion further. Seasonal
flooding and nutrient-rich deposits from migratory fish also play a role in
reducing woodland areas, creating fertile habitats that attract large herbivore
populations. Beavers, particularly noted for their transformative impact on
wetland environments, build dams that generate ponds, increase
sedimentation, and alter water flows. These activities initiate a cycle of habitat
creation and regeneration, providing rich areas that support a variety of
species from fish to large mammals and birds. Water Buffalo and other large
herbivores manage swamp edges and submerged vegetation, creating varied
ecological zones that support a diverse range of aquatic and semi-aquatic
species.

Through strategic management of herbivore populations, ARK's long-term
rewilding efforts both support ecological diversity and also maintain
open, dynamic landscapes crucial for the health of wetland ecosystems.
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