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Recovery of Native Crayfish Populations and Freshwater Biodiversity

The Central Apennines in Italy host diverse aquatic ecosystems, home to the
endangered White-Clawed Crayfish, a key species that plays a vital role in
maintaining water quality and supporting food webs by feeding on decaying
matter and controlling invertebrate populations. However, due to habitat
loss, pollution, and invasive crayfish species carrying deadly diseases like
crayfish plague, populations have declined by 74% in the last decade, making
urgent conservation efforts necessary.

Rewilding Apennines has taken action to restore the species through
breeding centers and habitat rehabilitation. The centers follow the crayfish’s
natural reproductive cycle, ensuring successful mating, egg incubation, and
the release of juveniles into restored habitats. Since 2014, over 5,000 juvenile
crayfish have been reintroduced into the Verde River, showing signs of
natural reproduction. Additional efforts include the removal of barriers in
degraded streams to protect key wetland areas.

While early results are promising, continued monitoring, habitat restoration,
and invasive species control are essential for the crayfish’s long-term survival.
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