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National Chambal Sanctuary Protects India's Diverse Aquatic Life

The National Chambal Sanctuary in India, a key conservation area along the
Chambal River, shelters nearly 85% to 90% of the world's Gharial population
and the entire population of the critically endangered Red-Crowned Roofed
Turtle. It also supports stable populations of Marsh Crocodiles, Smooth-
Coated Otters, Ganges River Dolphins, and Indian Skimmers.

India's aquatic landscapes also host about 20 species of freshwater turtles
and numerous large fishes such as catfish and carp, along with terrestrial
megafauna like Asian Elephants, Greater One-horned Rhinoceros, and
Asiatic Wild Buffalo, and marine herbivores such as Dugongs, significantly
impact these ecosystems. Their roles in nutrient cycling and plant dynamics
through interactions like herbivory are vital for the health and functionality of
these aquatic systems. The Marsh Crocodile has been reintroduced into
various water bodies across India, including rivers, wetlands, and man-made
reservoirs, as part of conservation efforts to restore and stabilize its
populations in their natural habitats.

Despite threats from habitat destruction, pollution, and climate change,
protected areas like Chambal are crucial for the ongoing health of India's
diverse ecosystems, ensuring the survival of both aquatic and semi-aquatic
species. Future research will delve into the complex trophic functions and
predator-prey dynamics, particularly in places like the Chambal River, to
better understand wildlife roles in ecosystem recovery and the broader
effects of biodiversity loss and habitat changes.
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