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Sarus Crane Recovery Influence on Wetland Ecosystem Services

The Ganges River basin hosts diverse wetlands vital for biodiversity, including
the culturally significant but vulnerable Sarus Crane, which depends on
both natural and man-made wetlands. Habitat destruction has forced these
cranes to breed in rice paddies, despite lower breeding success.

The Sarus Crane serves as a key indicator of wetland health. Conservation
efforts in eastern Uttar Pradesh by the Wildlife Trust of India have protected
700+ nests, leading to an 8% annual population growth from 650 (2013) to
2,600 (2024). The project safequards wetlands, engages locals in biodiversity
monitoring, and promotes community-led conservation.

Cranes provide crucial ecosystem services, including habitat enhancement,
nutrient cycling, and biodiversity support. Their foraging behaviour increases
plant diversity, prevents invasive species, and benefits insect populations. At
times, Sarus Cranes positively contribute to agriculture by improving soil
conditions and aiding early crop cultivation.

The species symbolize fidelity and feature in folklore, and can help boost
ecotourism, fostering positive human-wildlife interactions. Leveraging this
local support can improve the species’ breeding success.
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