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Restoring Balance: The Role of Key Species in Revitalizing the Ibera Wetlands

The Ibera Wetlands in the Corrientes province of Argentina, is one of the
largest freshwater subtropical wetlands in South America, spanning over 1.3
million hectares. Home to a diverse array of species, these wetlands include
marshes, lagoons, small rivers, and forests. Despite their rich biodiversity,
Ibera has experienced significant ecological disruptions from human activities
such as agriculture, cattle ranching, and exotic forestry, leading to
considerable biodiversity losses and prompting extensive restoration efforts
by Rewilding Argentina.

Rewilding Argentina's initiatives focus on land protection through purchasing
critical private lands and reintroducing key species like Jaguars to help
control the Capybara population and restore natural trophic cascades that
balance ecosystem dynamics. Species such as Caimans, Giant River Otters,
Collared Peccaries, and Marsh Deer play crucial roles in nutrient cycling and
ecosystem engineering, maintaining balance and enhancing biodiversity
through their natural behaviours. These efforts are also supported by
developing ecotourism infrastructure to economically engage local
communities. This comprehensive approach not only aids in species
recovery but also ensures sustainable coexistence between humans and
nature.
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